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Maritime Law Explained 
 
     The June dinner meeting was both well attended and enjoyable.  The meal theme 
was Italian with some very tasty examples ranging from lasagna, fettuccini, bread sticks 
and a great salad.  Angelina just doesn't know what she 
missed! 
     The topic of interest for the monthly meeting was 
maritime law.  Member Hank Bufkin, P was asked to fill in 
due to eleventh hour complications from the scheduled 

speaker and did an outstanding job.  Hank is to be congratulated for his program which 
was both informative and very entertaining.  He said he was highly qualified to speak on 
maritime law because he practices real estate law in Prosperity! 
     We all know, or should know, that the law is different on the water than it is on the land.  In fact we enter into a 
strange and wonderful world of laws dating back to the 1700's and written by the British Admiralty.  Hank explained 
these old laws may not have a lot to do with the modern world but we are stuck with them so it is best to know what to 
do if a problem arises.  Hank's best advice was to get a local lawyer who is used to dealing with maritime law and not 
to waste your time or money with land locked lawyers who could very well do you more harm than good! 
     Hank outlined several scenarios for the audience from losing a trailer wheel on the road to having your boat sink 
and spilling 100 gallons of gasoline and oil into the water.  Neither seems very pleasant but neither is impossible 

either.  One needs to have the proper marine boat 
insurance which will cover you in a sinking as the 
environmental damage costs could well exceed the value of 
your lost boat and then some. 
     All in all Hank gave us some good things to think about 
and help us to be better prepared as we set forth on the 
waters of liability.  It never hurts to be prepared. 
     We had quite a few members receive their Senior 

Member plaques from Commander Jeff.  We were also treated to a rather short business meeting so there was more 
time for post meeting chat.  That's when the real business goes on anyway you know.  See you on the water! 

P/C Mike Kirk, AP   

LMPS Member Service Requested 
 

 Your squadron gives you many services and at the same time a lot of fun. Your nominating 
committee is asking the membership to step forward and be counted if you would like to serve on 
the Bridge.  You can start as a Member At Large to get your feet wet and see if the meetings and 
work involved are a good match for you.  I found serving the squadron to be very rewarding and it 

gave me more than it ever took from me.   
 Time is short for the nominations so if you have an interest please contact Chairman P/C Billy Fanning, SN; P/C 
Mike Kirk, AP or P/C Elaine Price, AP and let your wishes be known. 

Thank you, 
P/C Mike Kirk, AP 
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COMMANDER’S 
DESK 

  By Cdr Jeff Langlois, P  

 Summer has arrived and along with it the rain, 
humidity, and sweltering heat. Aaahhh… typical South 
Carolina weather!  The meteorologists tell us that the 
statewide drought is over for all counties.  With all the rain 
we have been having, I think we all figured that one out 
for ourselves!  Please be careful out on the water during 
the summer months because afternoon storms can 
develop quickly, and some can be quite severe! 
 The last couple of weekends Cyndi and I have had the 
pleasure of rafting up on the lake with many friends and 
family members.  While mingling, I thought to myself, 
what a great time to be a member of LMPS.  As boaters, 
we enjoy being out on the lake talking, swimming, solving 
the worlds problems, and consuming massive amounts of 
food.  Some days, a raft-up seems more like a buffet!  
 Splash has been blessed to have such wonderful 
friends within the squadron, and I want all members, new 
and old, to enjoy what we hold so dearly.  I know that if 
you are not being active within the squadron and out on 
the water, you are going to miss out on a fantastic group 
of people.  Get involved!  Don’t miss out! 
 Our phone committee makes monthly calls or sends 
emails to each member inviting them to attend the 
monthly business meetings and they are receiving replies 
as late as the day of the meeting.  The phone committee 
chair must have your reply by Sunday night so we can 
turn in a headcount to the caterer on Monday morning.  It 
is very important to remember that preparing a meal for 
70 to 90 members is a large task to take on, and we must 
also be able to accommodate the members attending with 
seating.  That sometimes requires that we rent an 
additional room.  Please respond in a timely manner 
when your phone committee caller sends out their 
request.  Your attention to this issue is very important to 
all involved. 

EDUCATIONAL 
REPORT 

Lt/C Lee Ayers, JN 

 First I would like to recognize P/C David L. Allen, Jr ., 
SN for completion of all requirements for Navigation.  He 
now holds the grade of Senior Navigator.  Congratulations 
David! 
 Next the following now hold the grade of Seaman after 
successfully completing Seamanship.  They are James 
D. Allen, S; Randy R. Cannon, S; William R. 
Charleston, S; Patty Hamilton, S; Donald A. Layne, S; 
and Sid Segars, S .  Congratulations on a great start into 
your USPS education. 
 Advanced piloting grades are expected back from 
National any day now.  They were received by National in 
late April and forwarded to a grader.  National staff is 
working diligently to hurry the grader along. 
 The following are to be congratulated for completion of 
the Sail elective.  They are James E. Altman, Jr.; Lt/C 
Lee Ayers, JN; Lt Charles J. Bruce, JN; William A. 
Burn, III, JN; Michael Drake, AP; Lt Nancy 
Schabacker, P ; and Michael A. Verdone, N.  
 While we take a short pause in Education classes for 
boating season, we look forward to the classes scheduled 
for the Fall.  Classes will start the week of 14 September.  
Junior Navigation will kick off on Monday 14 September 
under the direction of D/Lt/C Eric Pearson, SN.  It is 
tentatively scheduled for Midlands Tech. Tuesday 15 
September starts the next edition of ABC (America’s 
Boating Course).  Wednesday 16 September brings the 
start of Piloting under the instruction of Lt/C Andy Hyman, 
SN (tentatively at Flotilla).  Our next Seamanship course 
will follow the ABC course, probably beginning on 20 
October.  Cruise Planning is set to start the first Tuesday 
in November and run for six weeks.  It will be held at 
Jakes Landing and instructed by P/D/C Archie Trawick, 
SN.  I am working to schedule Navigation for this Fall as 
well.  Marine Electronics will also be scheduled to begin 
again this Fall.  Instructor Development will be offered 
and scheduled if an interest group can be identified. 
 If you are interested in any of the Advanced Grades, 
Electives, or Seminars, please contact me at 
leeayers@alumni.clemson.edu or 803-781-9157.  Stay 
tuned to future issues and the website, 
www.lmpsonline.org for further details and dates. 
 Until next month, remember “Boating is fun…we’ll 
show you how. 
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CHARLESTON HARBOR FEST 
TALL SHIPS 

 The Charleston Harbor Fest is the most ambitious and 
memorable maritime events in the city’s history.  It 

opened 26 June with access 
to docks and tours of tall ships 
from around the globe and 
closed 29 June with a breath-
taking Parade of Sail exiting 
the Charleston harbor. 
 Our own LMPS members, 

Jay & Nancy Schabacker, P and Bruce 
& Julie Donatelli, P were there and 
brought back pictures to celebrate this 
wonderful event.   
 More than twelve ships, ranging in 
size from 56 to 295 feet were confirmed 
to arrive.  These vessels, hailing from 
France, England, Germany, The 
Netherlands, Bermuda, and the United 
States, docked at the Charleston 
Maritime Center and the Union Pier Passenger Terminal.  
 The event’s focus is on the water, but boasts 
attractions on land, by air and at sea.  It included a 
wooden boat display, living history exhibit, pirates, family 

boat building, interactive 
education village and 
conservation displays.  And, 
LMPS thinks they have 
great Dock Parties.  I think 
this event has us beat!! 
 P o w e r  a n d  S a i l 
Squadrons from around the 

nation volunteered to assist in the logistics of organizing 
and holding such an extravagant event.  Our sister 
squadron,  Charleston 
Power Squadron, was a 
vendor at the event 
promoting their instructional 
efforts for safe boating and 
membership in the Power 
Squadrons. 
 America’s Tall Ship, the 
U.S. Coast Guard Barque Eagle, based out of 
Connecticut, was on display.  It is the only active and 
operational commissioned sailing vessel in the U.S. 
maritime services.  Captain Chris Sinnet, a South 
Carolina native and son of LMPS member, Joe Sinnet, P 
is the Eagle’s outgoing Commanding Officer of this vessel 
that serves as a seagoing classroom for approximately 
175 cadets and instructors for the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy. 

 Continued in next column  

Continued from previous column  
 Opportunities were available for people to board and 

ride on some of the tall 
ships.  Jay & Nancy and 
Bruce & Julie rode on the 
Pride of Baltimore with a 
hands-on effort at the helm, 
hoisting sails, etc.  
 The Charleston Harbor 
Fest is an event of the South 
C a r o l i n a  M a r i t i m e 
Foundation.  Proceeds from 
Charleston Harbor Fest 
support the Spirit of South 
Carolina, a tall ship offering 
effective, unique educational 
opportuni t ies for the 
students of South Carolina.  
These programs focus on 
the history, math, science 
and literature of South 
Carolina’s water resources, 
and encourage personal 
responsibility, contribution to 

community and stewardship of the environment.  
  

Lt Linda Richardson, S    

 AquaPalooza is the name given to a series of on-water 
celebrations held during the last two weekends in July at 
more than 100 locations around the world.  Locally, 
SeaRay of Columbia will be hosting this gathering of fun 
activities for family and friends of all ages on 18 July 2009 
at Lighthouse Marina from 1100 to 1500.   
 SeaRay has asked Lake Murray Power Squadron to 
be a part of “the world’s largest boating party”.  Plans are 
in the works for us to be available at this event to show-
case LMPS and promote boating safety and our educa-
tional and safety efforts.   
 This will be AquaPalooza’s fourth annual event, which 
has tripled in size in the past three years.  What a great 
way to let everyone know about LMPS and what we have 
to offer.  If you are interested in assisting with these ef-
forts, please contact Lt/C Andy Hyman, SN at  
ahyman3@aol.com.    
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It will be at Flotilla Island, and 
The BBQ and other goodies will be served at 1300! 

Cost—$7.50 per person 
Menu:  BBQ Pork, BBQ Chicken, Baked Beans, 

Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Rolls and Dessert 
 

Please respond to your Phone Committee 
Member when they contact you so we can 

prepare accordingly! 
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Bow Riding 
 During the last several months I have been 
researching the issue of “Bow Riding”.  I have a small test 
for you to take.  Now, before you start, remember I feel 
your pain in determining the correct answers when you 
start thinking “this is not right or that is not what they 
mean”, and I ask you to understand how a Law 
Enforcement Officer feels when making decisions. 

Which of the following are examples of bow riding? 
1. A person throwing a cast net on the front area of the 

boat while shrimping? 
2. A fisherman standing on the front or rear of a boat 

while throwing lures trying to catch a fish under the 
power of a trolling motor? 

3. Cruising down the lake with legs over the side? 
4. Sitting on the front of a cruiser with bow rails securing 

your lines and fenders after leaving the dock or a raft-
up? 

 While researching the regulation I gained the following 
information from the SC Department of Natural 
Resources.  The SC DNR manual defines bow riding as 
“Allowing passengers to ride on the bow, gunwale, 
transom, seat backs, seats on raised decks, or any other 
place where there may be a chance of falling overboard”.  
Lt Jim Wagers, State Coordinator of Law Enforcement 
Education at SC DNR emailed stating “SC DNR considers 
the act of bow riding if the boat is under power(engine) 
and the passenger is not seated within the cockpit or 
below the gunwales of the vessel.”  and “Each case is 
different and officers use their own discretion in these 
cases.” 
 Now back to the test.  If you want to get down to the 
technicality of each example, would not each one of them 
be an example of bow riding?  I will leave that answer up 
to you.  I have requested training aids (video) from SC 
DNR to help us better adhere and understand the 
regulations.  Once I get these aids I will ask for 
permission to copy and/or distribute as needed to assist 
in our mission of boater education. 
 Please help SC DNR officers in their mission to 
enforce the laws and regulations on our waterways, and if 
you feel that something is not right with a situation, please 
document your concerns and report them to a SC DNR 
supervisor.  Remember there are a lot of circumstances 
involved in every situation.  More information will follow 
and until next month— 

“Let’s go have fun and remember “Be Safe out There!”  

Lt J. Strohecker, S, Safety Officer 

Charleston—Georgetown Cruise 
Wooden Boat Show 
October 16-18, 2009 

 Make plans to cruise the ICW from Charleston to 
Georgetown.  This is one of the most scenic stretches of 
ICW South Carolina has to offer. Historic Georgetown 
made the top 10 boating communities in Boating 
Magazine and all restaurants and shops are within 
walking distance.  
 The annual wooden boat show will be held on 
Saturday 17 October. Don’t miss the last Lake Murray 
Power Squadron sponsored cruise for 2009.  We’ve 
reserved a block of hotel rooms and plenty of boat slips (2 
nights for the price of 1). 
 Coordinators: USCG Captains 
      Bryant Blakeslee, AP 
      Charlie Bruce, JN 
 For further information or to sign up contact: 
  Bryant Blakeslee (803) 476-0373 or by email at 
  bblakeslee@metlife.com 

Are you enjoying our 
wonderful Docks at Flotilla?  
Remember to help us out and 
make a $3.00 donation per 
night to help with the 
maintenance and upkeep.   
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Down SizingDown Sizing   

 1999 Regal Commodore 2401999 Regal Commodore 240 . 
Electronics, A/C, Bravo 3.  

Just four figures. 
Inquiries: 803 256-0490 or e-mail 

ericwpearson@sc.rr.com. 

 We were very pleased about the great turn out for the 
New Member Orientation and Dinner held on 2 June at 
Flotilla.  The following new members and their mentors 
were present:  Jim & Nancy Allen, Jim & Mary Ann 
Beasley, Randy & Nancy (Pelle) Cannon, Dean & 
Kathy Keith, Rusty & Melissa Lauber, Don Layne, 
Fred & Susan Ruinen, and Arnie & Jan Wodtke. 
 We have added Fred, Susan & Ethan Ruinen, Seth 
Stanton, and Nancy Allen (wife of Jim Allen) from the May 
boating class and the orientation meeting. 
 Now it’s time to sign up for cruises, classes, special 
events, dinner meetings and committees.  Our active 
member mentors will be helping our new members feel at 
home in LMPS and get involved in squadron activities. 
 A BIG LMPS WELCOME TO ALL OF OUR NEW 
MEMBERS!!! 

 Lt Marilyn Hyman, P 



 Right before we 
stopped for lunch, our 
member with his new 
jet boat demonstrated 
how quickly it could 
turn.  Turning and 
stopping on a dime 
d o e s n ’ t  r e a l l y 
adequately describe 

it!  After he and his lovely bride got untangled from each 
other he managed to get his VHF radio back in the boat.  
Lucky for him it floats! 
 We stopped for lunch at Dutchman Creek Marina and 
really enjoyed the food and air conditioning.  Their ice 
cream appeared to be a hit also.  A guest who has gone 
on several PWC trips with our squadron this last year met 
us there and we enjoyed having her along to point out 
various features of Lake Wateree. 
 When we reached 
the upper dam it 
gave us a good idea 
of what the other 
side of the lower dam 
looks like.  Lots of tall 
concrete!  We then 
continued our trip 
around the lake and 
headed back to our 
launch point.  We ended the trip around 1530 hrs and had 
all vessels loaded by 1545.  We had our timing down just 
right.  As we approached the landing, the last one of 87 
bass boats participating in the tournament was being 
loaded and pulled up the ramp.  If we had reached the 
landing earlier and had to idle around the lake waiting for 

all those bass boats 
to get out of our way 
we would have 
cooked under that hot 
sun.  And just to set 
the record straight, 
we planned it that 
way, it wasn’t just 
dumb luck.  Well 

maybe luck played some small part of it, but we’ll claim 
credit for it anyway! 
 We covered 75 miles on our overall trip!  That’s about 
the distance from Charleston to Beaufort!  We sure can 
cover a lot of ground on our PWCs!! 
 The next trip we take with PWCs will be in cooler 
weather and hopefully not on a special day weekend.  
Keep those PWCs ready to ride; we’ll do another trip one 
of these days. 
 

Lt Bob Arneson, P 
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WOW, WHAT A TRIP ON 
LAKE WATEREE! 

 

 Saturday, 20 June 2009 --- the day before Father’s 
Day, projected temperatures of 100-101° --- and we 
STILL had boaters wanting to get on the lake!  I guess 
you just can’t keep LMPS folks off the water.  We had 
eight folks using five PWCs and one jet boat to enjoy this 
trip. 
 We met at the public landing adjacent to the Shaw 
AFB Recreation Center and had all vessels in the water 
and ready to go at 1000hrs.  As usual, the large parking 
lot was already full of bass fishermen participating in a 
tournament so we parked along the road or squeezed into 

spaces too small for 
bass boat trailers. 
 W e  h e a d e d 
downstream toward 
the lower dam and 
p r o g r e s s e d 
clockwise around the 
lake.  The areas 
close to the dam 

have houses up on high bluffs with what must have been 
hundreds of steps leading down to the water and their 
boat docks.  The walk up and down must be a killer but 
the views from 
their house have 
to be fantastic.  
This area of the 
lake also has 
gobs of Spanish 
moss hanging 
from all the trees.  
You’d expect 
Spanish moss 
a r o u n d  l o w 
country and swampy areas, but this area of Lake Wateree 
is almost mountainous, but full of Spanish moss. 
 After crossing the dam we continued up the lake and 
visited many coves to view houses and yards.  I heard 
several comments that Lake Wateree has different styles 

of houses and 
yards from what we 
n o r m a l l y  s e e 
a r o u n d  L a k e 
Murray.   New 
construction was 
evident all around 
the lake with all 
styles and sizes of 

homes under construction.  I think a couple of our lady 
members had their eyes on a couple of these new places. 



 LMPS’ next Boat Safety 
Class will be held 15 
September through 13 
October from 1900—2100 at 
Flotilla Island.  PLEASE 
invite your friends, coworkers 
and neighbors to sign up for 
this class.  LMPS has boat 

safety brochures available and members can help 
us advertise this class by taking the pamphlets to 
your place of business, a local marina, boat repair 
shop, bait shop, etc. 
 Please contact 1st Lt Vickie McGahee, P if you 
can help and she will get the pamphlets to you!  Call 
her at 360-4547 or email her at victorialynn@att.net. 
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 To date we have 
completed  

260 VSCs 
 Congrats to the 36 
VSC Examiners! To 
help us surpass last 
year’s record, we need 
the help of all LMPS 
members.  Please 
contact 1st Lt Vicki 
McGahee, P or Lt Mack 
McGahee, P if you have 
not had a 2009 VSC 
inspection on your boat.  
Thanks!  We hope to 
hear from everyone! 
 

victorialynn@att.net 
234-5985 

DATE CRUISE COORDINATOR(S) COORDINATOR INFORMATION 
Monthly* Reference Light Cruises Lt J Strohecker, S 803-932-0827  stroheckerj@llr.sc.gov 

16-20 Jul South Georgia Cruise 

P/C David Price, AP & P/C 
Elaine Price, AP 

P/C Billy Fanning, SN & Lt 
Linda Fanning, P 

803-345-1847 playinhookyii@aol.com 
803-276-2537  lfanning@sled.sc.gov 

8 Aug Up the Saluda River Cruise 
 (Small Boat Cruise) Lt Bruce Donatelli, P 803-359-3066  donatebj@aol.com 

14-16 Aug 
Cooper River Co-op  

Charting Cruise 
Lt Eddie Richardson & Lt 

Linda Richardson, S 803-892-4018 lrichardson003@sc.rr.com         

22 Aug 
Log Jam #2 

No Name Cove, Lake 
Murray 

OPEN  

19 Sep Dam Swim for Drew Lt Joe Reyes, JN & Lt Sho Fagg, 
S 

803-873-2034 joereyes@sc.rr.com 
803-892-6715  sho3diamond@gmail.com 

19 Sep Cookout at Flotilla 
Rock Island Cleanup OPEN  

25-27 Sep Lake Jocassee/ 
Devil’s Fork State Park 

Lt/C Tom Jackson, S & Lt May 
Jackson, S 803-407-3650  tmjacksons@aol.com 

16-18 Oct Charleston/Georgetown 
Cruise 

Lt Charlie Bruce, AP & Diane 
Bruce 

Lt/C Bryant Blakeslee, AP & Lt 
Beth Blakeslee 

803-865-1998 cbruce6521@aol.com 
803-699-3979  bblakeslee@metlife.com 

6-8 Nov COW Cruise Lt/C Andy Hyman, SN 803-932-7707  ahyman3@aol.com  
 * Dates for Monthly Reference Light Cruises can be found on the calendar in The Log Jam or announced by email 

 

Boating Activities Chair:  
 Lt Nancy Schabacker, P   BookofRuth@aol.com   (H) 803-808-7339   (C)  803-361-7658 

We still have great cruises ahead of us, so please look over the activities chart below and contact any of the cruise coor-
dinators just to ask questions.  You will find that they can give you more detailed information of their planned trips that 
just might spark you to sign up.  There are available slots in all cruises.  Want to attend but don’t have a boat — call the 
Coordinator. 

2009 LAKE MURAY POWER SQUADRON  
BOATING ACTIVITIES 

Boating is fun...we will show you how! 
 

By Lt Nancy Schabacker, P 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

AUGUST, 2009 
 
1    SEO Nominations Due 
8   Up the Saluda River Cruise 
14-16  Cooper River Co-op Charting Cruise 
17   Bridge Meeting-TBA 
19   Commander’s 50th Birthday 
20   Dinner Meeting-Saluda Shoals 
22   Log Jam #2, No Name Cove, Lake Murray 
24   Log Jam Deadline (Nominations) 
29   Flotilla Island Work Day 
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Let us take care of the work,  
so you can enjoy cruising! 

JULY, 2009 
 
4   Pig Pickin’ - Flotilla 
5   Independence Day 
6   “First Lady” Cyndi’s Birthday 
10   Reference Light Checks 
13   Bridge Meeting-TBA 
16-20  South Georgia Cruise 
18   AquaPalooza by SeaRay, Lighthouse Marina 
20   Log Jam Deadline 
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