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Lake Murray Family 
Reunion 
by P/C Mike Kirk, AP 

 
     Angelina and I attended the Log Jam raft up at No Name 
Cove as many of our LMPS members did.  It turned out to be 
great weather and was really enjoyed by all those in attendance.  
Once again the weatherman proved he doesn't know 
everything. 

     Some random thoughts occurred to me as I watched the boats arrive and I would like to share them with 
you.  These thoughts and observations made me very proud to be a member of the LMPS family.  We are a 
family you know, and we have a reunion every time we get together. 
     I saw our people in 10,000 lb boats tickle them into position perfectly for the raft up like most people 
handle a floaty toy.  They know it is proper etiquette when approaching to have fenders in position and offer 
lines to the rafted boat.  They know how to get the swim platforms lined up and apply spring lines to keep the 
fore and aft movement in check. They know how often to drop a hook coming down the line to keep the raft in 
place.  Mostly our folks know how to help each other and get it done right the first time.  It almost seems like a 
ballet of the boats and it's a lot of fun to watch, especially when you compare it to the "square dance" we see 
all too often from those people who just don't know better.  You had better believe the "square dancers" are 
watching the ballet too, no matter what they say. 
     I have seen LMPS load six large cruisers onto their trailers, snub them down and get OFF THE RAMP in 
20 minutes.  Sometimes while a single "other boat" is still trying to load itself, drain the coolers, wipe down the 
skis and get everything put away so they can pull off the ramp and drive home.  They never give a thought to 
other boaters needing the ramp or what that big parking lot up there is really for. 
     Now I'm not being snobby (well maybe a little) because everyone has an equal right to use their boat and 
have fun on the water.  It would just seem that if they don't know they could learn and if they refuse to learn 
then they just don't care.  It all makes me that much more proud to be a member of the LMPS family! 
     Does our family always agree?  Do we get along perfectly with each other?  Do we do things right all the 
time?  No, of course not because there isn't a family anywhere that does and there is always more than one 
way to accomplish a goal.  But a family we are and there can be no doubt of that.  When there's work to be 
done or in times of grief or times of joy we stand together as family.  If you have ever been there then you 
know what I mean. 
     Let's all continue to support our safe boating classes to make the water a safer place for all boaters and to 
help our family grow.     
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COMMANDER’S 
DESK 

  By Cdr Jeff Langlois, P  

 Well it looks like I am about three quarters of the way 
to completing my tour as Commander and it feels like I 
just assumed the position.  I hope all of you are having as 
much fun as I am and I hope you’ve been able to 
participate in some of our squadron events and cruises. 
 We just completed our second of two Log Jams on 
Lake Murray and I think it was a very big success.  A 
large number of non-member boats were present and I 
know we performed many vessel safety checks.  I hope 
we put a thought into someone’s head about taking a 
boater safety class while we enjoyed the event.  I’ll agree 
with P/C Mike Kirk that we look like we know what we are 
doing when we join a raft-up.  It is truly like a ballet of 
boats! 
 Each year we assist Lexington High School with their 
annual Dam Swim for Drew, and then we head to Rock 
Island to do our annual clean-up.  This is just a couple of 
the civic activities that we participate in.   Please join us 
as we reach out to our communities and let people really 
see what LMPS is all about. 
 Our September dinner meeting will have a Western 
theme, so dust off your boots and hats and come dressed 
in your best cowboy attire. Let’s have some fun, it’s not 
just about boating you know! 

 Fall is perhaps my favorite time of year…cooler 
weather, college football and boating.  What else could 
one possibly ask for?  Well, for some of us, a winning 
football season.  Ha!  If we were all winners where would 
the losers come from?   
 We have thoroughly enjoyed a wonderful summer with 
many successful “on-the-lake” activities.  Among my 
favorites are the spontaneous weekend raft-ups.  This 
year, we have also enjoyed  many VSC activities 
including the AquaPalooza festivities sponsored by Sea 
Ray of Columbia and the Lighthouse Marina Customer 
Appreciation Day.  Thanks to Mr. Mark Murf and Captain 
Stan Jones for including us in their special activities.   It’s 
just one more opportunity for us to let folks know who we 
are and spread the message, “safe boating is fun…we’ll 
show you how”.  
 And, speaking of VSC activities, I offer a special 
thanks to all of our VSC Examiners who have participated 
in the efforts led by 1/Lt Vicki McGahee, AP and Lt Mack 
McGahee, AP this year.  Without you, we could not have 
achieved the success we have recognized this year.  
When Vicki and Mack started talking about completing 
400 VSCs this year, I thought that was a bit aggressive. 
But hey, what do I know.  We are 90% there.  That is truly 
incredible!  I encourage everyone to get two more each 
and we will exceed the target.  Reach out to your friends 
and family and let’s make our goal.  Everyone has worked 
hard to accomplish this goal so let’s not quit now.  Let’s 
make another surge and complete what we started.  
Thanks to Vicki and Mack for your leadership in this 
endeavor.  I appreciate you and your team.   
 Several weeks ago, Linda and Eddie Richardson led 
the Co-op Charting Cruise through the locks and down 
the Cooper River to Charleston.  Thank you both for your 
hard work to not only handle the Charting portion of the 
trip but also planning and coordinating the Cruise itself.  
Although I was personally unable to participate, everyone 
reported that you did a fabulous job.  Thanks for a job well 
done.  I appreciate your leadership and hard work to 
make this a successful endeavor. 
 It takes everyone getting involved to make our 
organization successful.  Thanks to all who contribute to 
our success.  For those who are still thinking about it, I 
invite you to find your place  and jump in.  Check the 
calendar for upcoming events and let’s all get on board 
and get it done.  
 Until next month… 

EXECUTIVE 
REPORT 

  By Lt/C Andy Hyman, SN  

The History of The History of   
Labor DayLabor Day   

 Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a 
creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to the 
social and economic achievements of American workers. 
It constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions 
workers have made to the strength, prosperity, and well-
being of our country. 
 The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on 
Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City, in 
accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union.  
The Central Labor Union held its second Labor Day 
holiday just a year later, on September 5, 1883. 
 In 1884 the first Monday in September was selected 
as the holiday, as originally proposed, and the Central 
Labor Union urged similar organizations in other cities to 
follow the example of New York and celebrate a 
“workingmen’s holiday” on that date.  The idea spread 
with the growth  of labor organizations, and in 1885 Labor       
 

Continued on page 4 
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EDUCATIONAL 
REPORT 

Lt/C Lee Ayers, JN 

 Summer is just about over, but with plenty of the best 
boating weather still ahead of us.  It is time though to 
crank up classes again. 
 ABC, our public boating class, begins September 15 at 
Flotilla. Make sure to let your friends and neighbors know 
about this class. You are our best advertisement. 
 Now for member classes: 
 Junior Navigation will kick off on Monday 14 
September under direction of D/Lt/C Eric Pearson, SN 
and is tentatively scheduled at Midlands Tech. 
 Wednesday 16 September brings the start of Piloting 
under the instruction of Lt/C Andy Hyman, SN tentatively 
at Flotilla. 
 Our next Seamanship course will follow the ABC 
course, probably beginning on 20 October. 
 Cruise Planning is set to start at Jakes Landing the 
first Tuesday in November and will run for six weeks 
instructed by P/D/C Archie Trawick, SN. 
 I am working to finalize the schedule and location for 
Navigation for this Fall as well. 
 Marine Electronics will also begin this Fall.  
 Instructor Development has several people signed up 
and a schedule will be finalized shortly. 
 If you are interested in any of the Advanced Grades, 
Electives, or Seminars, please contact me at 
leeayers@alumni.clemson.edu or 803-781-9157. 
 Stay tuned to future issues and the website, 
www.lmpsonline.org, for further details and dates. 
 Until next month, remember “Boating is fun...we’ll 
show you how. 

Take Advanced Courses and Win 
Valuable Prizes! 

 The USPS Education Department urges all members 
to take one or all seven advanced grade courses to be 
eligible to win one of 19 valuable prizes. 
 “This is an excellent opportunity for all squadron 
members to have fun while gaining valuable information 
in seamanship, piloting, navigation, weather, marine 
electrical systems and engine maintenance,” said 
National Educational Officer Bob Sweet. 
 “Being eligible to win handheld VHF radios and GPS’, 
navigational software sets, barometers, multimeters or 
chart plotters isn’t bad either,” Sweet added. 
 Sweet reminds everyone that successful completion of 
advanced grade courses leads to reduced boat insurance 
premiums. 
 Everyone who takes and passes an advanced grade 
course between 1 July 2009 and 30 June 2010 will be 
entered to win! The drawing will be held and winners 
announced at the Fall Governing Board meeting in 
September 2010. 
 For more information go to the USPS website, 
www.usps.org, and click on the USPS News link. 

USPS Setting Important Example in USPS Setting Important Example in 
Life Jacket WearLife Jacket Wear   

 This season has seen USPS members demonstrating 
that life jackets can be comfortable and easy to wear. Our 
Vessel Examiners, Public Educators, Boat Show and 
Safety Fair representatives have been wearing their red 
inflatable life jackets whenever they have been in the pub-
lic eye.  These inflatable life jackets were purchased by 
the US Coast Guard and loaned to us so we could help 
with this very important life saving program.  You are 
making a difference out there.  Thanks to all of you who 
have been participating. 
 

R/C Bob Miller, JN 
Chairman, Vessel Safety Check Committee 

Continued from page 3 
Day was celebrated in many industrial centers of the 
country. 
 The form that the observance and celebration of Labor 
Day should take were outlined in the first proposal of the 
holiday—a street parade to exhibit to the public “the 
strength and esprit de corps of the trade and labor 
organizations” of the community, followed by a festival for 
the recreation and amusement of the workers and their 
families.  This became the pattern for the celebrations of 
Labor Day. 
 The character of the Labor Day celebration has 
undergone a change in recent years, especially in large 
industrial centers where mass displays and huge parades 
have proved a problem. 
 

Continued on page 7 
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NominatingNominating   
CommitteeCommittee   

ReportReport   

 In accordance with the Lake Murray Power Squadron 
By-Laws Section 6.8, the Squadron Nominating 
Committee presents the following slate for the 2009-2010 
Bridge and Elected Committees as prescribed in Article 5, 
Sections 5.2-5.7: 
 

BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander—Lt/C Andy Hyman, SN 

Executive Officer—Lt/C Lee Ayers, JN 
Education Officer—1/Lt Vicki McGahee, AP 

Assistant Education Officer—Stan Godfrey, S 
Administrative Officer—Lt/C Kem Dempsey, S 

Secretary—Lt/C Barbara Pearson, AP 
Treasurer—Mike Verdone, N 

Assistant Treasurer—Jim Holland, S 
 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 
Kathy Ezell-Glenn 

Lt Linda Richardson, S 
Lt J Strohecker, S 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
P/C Mike Kirk, AP (2010) 

P/C Elaine Price, AP (2011) 
Cdr Jeff Langlois, P (2012) 

 

AUDIT COMMITTEE 
Lt Jay Schabacker, P (2010) 

Lt Hans Fagg, P (2011) 
P/C David Price, AP (2012) 

 

RULES COMMITTEE 
P/D/C Jim Rakes, SN (2010) 
P/C Eric Pearson, SN (2011) 
P/C Tony Dodson, N (2012) 

 
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
         P/C Billy Fanning, SN, Chair 
         P/C Mike Kirk, AP 
         P/C Elaine Price, AP 

 The Charleston Sail & 
Power Squadron will host 
the District 26 Change of 
Watch in Charleston the 2nd 
through the 4th of October, 
2009. LMPS’s own P/C Eric 

Pearson, SN will be inducted as Executive Officer.  So, 
make plans to attend the District COW.  The Host Hotel is 
the Sheraton North Charleston conveniently located at 
exit 213 off I -26.  Room rate is $109.00 plus taxes 
($122.62 total) and a link is provided for you to make your 
reservations directly with the hotel (843-747-
1900).  Reservation deadline is 2 September 2009 after 
which they cannot guarantee that room rate.  The link to 
the hotel is: 
http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?
id=0905127075&key=AB003 
 Check in is at 1500 but the Conference Registration 
desk will be available at 1300 and the Hospitality Room 
will be open at 1300 on the third floor for those early 
arrivals.  Snacks and beverages will be available as well 
as the silent auction items.  

 Friday night’s Soiree will be 
held at James Island County Park 
in Edisto Hall.  Directions and a 
park pass will be included in your 
registration packet.  The theme of 
the evening is Wild Wild 
West.  Don your best western 

garb and compete for prizes.  Grub will be Charleston’s 
best pulled pork and chicken with all the sides finished off 
with build your own Ice Cream Sundaes!  The feast will 
cost $20.00 per person and will feature a cash bar – full 
liquor selections. 
 Saturday’s meeting will be held in the Ballroom at the 
Sheraton with lunch provided for those who make 
reservations ($23.00/person total).  For the spouses and 
guests, we have reserved the upper level of the 
Buccaneer Restaurant in downtown Charleston.  Explore 
the golden age of pirates through a unique collection of 
items from the 1690’s  through 1730 ($13.00 per 
person.  Liquor and dessert, if you have room, are extra 
and payable at the restaurant).  After lunch you are free to 
return to the hotel or spend some time in the famous city 
market. 
 The Hospitality suite will be open from 0800 – 1730 so 
that you can browse the unique collections our 
scavengers have put together.  The bidding for Silent 
Auction items will close promptly at 1730 on 
Saturday.  
 

Continued on page 6 

DISTRICT 26 CHANGE OF WATCHDISTRICT 26 CHANGE OF WATCH   
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SEPTEMBER DINNER MEETING 
17 September 2009 

River Center at Saluda Shoals Park 
Speaker:  David Lucas, Editor 

South Carolina Wildlife Magazine 

 David will bring copies of the latest magazine and will share 
with us why they have the magazine, what they look for in 
stories, how they put an issue together, etc.  He’ll also talk about 
their guidelines for freelance submitted photography and writing.  
Join us to learn more about this great magazine. 

 It has been great to see so many of our 2009 new 
members attending LMPS functions: Shake N Break, 
Flotilla Island Clean Up Days, monthly dinner meetings, 
July 4th Pig Roast, Log Jams, etc.  We are proud of your 
efforts to be part of the LMPS family and know you are 
enjoying the benefits of involvement.  There is so much to 
participate in, as we begin our Fall classes.  Check the 
class schedules in this newsletter and sign up – there is 
something interesting for everyone! 
 We also need volunteers to help with the new safe 
boating class beginning 15 September, and we have 
reference light checks on the lake, Dam Swim for Drew, 
and other opportunities.  Put your membership dollars to 
work and get involved this Fall!  If you have a boat or 
PWC that needs a Vessel Safety Check, contact 1/Lt 
Vicki McGahee, AP or Lt Mack McGahee, AP and get it 
done. 
 Please call me if you have any questions or if I can 
help you in any way. 
 

Lt Marilyn Hyman, AP 
Membership Chair 
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Continued from page 5 
 

 Dinner will be aboard the 
Carrier Yorktown at Patriots 
Point. A map will be included in 
your registration packet.  The 
new Medal of Honor museum is 
housed on the Hanger deck and 
is open for your inspection.  A 
cash bar of beer and wine will 
be available from 1830 thru dinner.  The cost of dinner is 
$35.00/person.  A delicious meal and one of the most gor-
geous sunsets with a view of the Ravenel Bridge will pre-
cede the Change of Watch Ceremonies. Check out is 
Sunday morning at your leisure. 
 For more information go to Charleston Sail & Power 
Squadron’s website through www.usps.org.  Click on “Site 
Index” at the top of the page. Then go to “Squadrons” at 
the bottom of the left side of the page.  Click on 
“Charleston”.  This will open their website so that you can 
read all about the D26 Conference and download your 
registration form.  



 Boat Smart® begins 15 September 2009 at Flotilla 
Island. Please contact Christy Seguin if you can 
volunteer to help with refreshments, snacks and 
meeting new students.  Please contact Christy at 
cduffell@sc.rr.com or 803-665-2007. 
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 Congrats to all LMPS 
VSC Examiners. We 
have completed 

360 VSCs 
to date which represents 
33% of the VSCs 
completed for District 26 
and puts us within 40 of 
our goal. Congrats to 
each of the VSC 
Examiners for their hard 
work!  You still have time 
to get your boat 
inspected by one of our 
VSC Examiners. If 
interested contact 1/Lt 
Vickie McGahee, AP or 
Lt Mack McGahee AP at 
 

victorialynn@att.net 
234-5985 

DATE CRUISE COORDINATOR(S) COORDINATOR INFORMATION 
Monthly* Reference Light Cruises Lt J Strohecker, S 803-932-0827  stroheckerj@llr.sc.gov 

19 Sep Dam Swim for Drew Lt Joe Reyes, JN & Lt Sho Fagg, S 803-873-2034 joereyes@sc.rr.com 
803-892-6715  sho3diamond@gmail.com 

19 Sep Cookout at Flotilla 
Rock Island Cleanup 

OPEN  

25-27 Sep Lake Jocassee/ 
Devil’s Fork State Park 

Lt/C Tom Jackson, S & Lt May 
Jackson, S 

803-407-3650  tmjacksons@aol.com 

16-18 Oct Charleston/Georgetown 
Cruise 

Lt Charlie Bruce, AP & Diane Bruce 
Lt/C Bryant Blakeslee, AP & 

Lt Beth Blakeslee 

803-865-1998 cbruce6521@aol.com 
803-699-3979  bblakeslee@metlife.com 

6-8 Nov COW Cruise Lt/C Andy Hyman, SN 803-932-7707  ahyman3@aol.com  
 

* Dates for Monthly Reference Light Cruises can be found on the calendar in The Log Jam or announced by email 
 

Boating Activities Chair:  
 Lt Nancy Schabacker, P   BookofRuth@aol.com   (H) 803-808-7339   (C)  803-361-7658 

2009 LAKE MURRAY POWER SQUADRON BOATING ACTIVITIES 
Boating is fun...we will show you how! 

 

By Lt Nancy Schabacker, P 

Fall may have come, but our boating activities on Lake Murray have not ended. Come out for two important community 
projects that the Squadron participates in each year. THE DATE: Saturday 19 September 2009  THE PROJECTS:  1) 
Dam Swim for Drew  and/or 2) Rock Island Clean-Up .  Spend the morning as we participate with other groups in lining 
the swim path along the dam for the swimmers. Then, head out to Rock Island with us as we spend time to clean up the 
island, and then join us at the Schabacker’s home on Lake Murray for a cookout lunch. Sounds like a great day to be out 
on Lake Murray!! Please join us!! Just call the coordinators for each of these upcoming events for more information.  

Continued from Page 4 
 The vital force of labor added materially to the highest 
standard of living and the greatest production the world 
has ever known and has brought us closer to the realiza-
tion of our traditional ideals of economic and political de-
mocracy. It is appropriate, therefore, that the nation pay 
tribute on Labor Day to the creator of so much of the na-
tion’s strength, freedom, and leadership—the American 
worker. 
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LMPSLMPS  
Classified AdsClassified Ads   

Well maintained 2001 tandem axle aluminum Wesco 
trailer with 5200-lb axles. $3000.  Pair of Mercury 
Vengence props, 3 blade, 21 pitch, excellent condition. 
$250 for the set.  Contact David Price at 206-6572 or 
playinhookyii@aol.com 

Down Sizing.  1999 Regal Commodore 240. Electronics, 
A/C, Bravo 3. Just $14,500. Inquiries:  803-256-0409 or 
email ericwpearson@sc.rr.com. 

2007 28-foot SeaRay.  White with blue awning-less than 
50 hours.  New—$116,000.  Selling for $84,500.  Docked 
at Light House Marina.  Contact Barb Alexander 803-348-
0995. 

LOG JAM ADVERTISING POLICYLOG JAM ADVERTISING POLICY   
 Unfortunately there has been some confusion on my 
part about our advertising in The Log Jam and I wanted to 
clarify our policy as adopted by the Executive Committee. 
 Commercial Ads must be placed for an entire 
calendar year (January thru December).  Ads placed after 
the beginning of any given year shall be run from that 
point through December of that year. Commercial Ads will 
be published in two sizes only: (1) standard business card 
size and (2) double standard business card size.  
Commercial Ads of business card size are $150.00 per 
year. Commercial Ads of double business card size are 
$300.00 per year. The contracts for all Commercial Ads 
will expire with the December issue of The Log Jam. 
 Classified Ads are a member benefit and are 
available only to LMPS members in good standing. Such 
ads shall be a maximum of five (5) lines in length and 
shall contain a description of the item and the name and 
contact information of the seller.  Classified ads shall be 
text only and shall not contain any pictures or oth er 
graphics . Classified Ads may be placed month-to-month 
at a cost of $5.00 per month and must be submitted to the 
editor of The Log Jam prior to the publication deadline 
established by the editor. 
 I apologize for any confusion or inconvenience this 
may have caused in the past.  If you have any questions, 
please contact me on my cell phone at 920-1857 or by 
email at lrichardson003@sc.rr.com. 
 

Lt Linda Richardson, S 
The Log Jam Editor 

 



  99 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

OCTOBER, 2009 
 

2   Reference Light Cruise-Lake Murray 
2-4  District 26 Change of Watch-Charleston 
12   Columbus Day 
15   Dinner Meeting-Saluda Shoals 
16-18  Charleston/Georgetown Cruise 
19   Log Jam Deadline 
20   Seamanship 
22   Bridge/Pre-Planning Meeting 
24   Flotilla Island Work Day 
31   Halloween 
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Let us take care of the work,  
so you can enjoy cruising! 

SEPTEMBER, 2009 
 
7   Labor Day 
7   Labor Day Cookout-Flotilla  
8-13  USPS Governor’s Board Meeting, 
   Kansas City, MO 
14   Bridge Meeting-Flotilla 
14   Junior Navigation-Midlands Tech 
16   Piloting-Flotilla 
17   Dinner Meeting-Saluda Shoals (Nominations) 
19   Dam Swim for Drew 
19   Rock Island Cleanup 
19   Cookout at Schabacker’s Home 
21   Log Jam Deadline 
22   First Day of Autumn 
25-27  Lake Jocassee Cruise 
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